
School News #4

Trick or Treat!
 

Dear Parents,

Thank you for attending parent/teacher meetings last week, and the positive feedback. Many parents

expressed appreciation for the earlier meetings, stating it helped them feel more connected to their child's

day and learning, including what to expect or work toward. We had a busy and productive first term, and we

are looking forward to our well-deserved break. We hope you and your family will enjoy your holiday!

This newsletter contains:

important dates

minutes from our school meeting

minutes from the classroom representative meeting

information about Thanksgiving

classroom newsletters

We wish you a nice a relaxing holiday. We look forward to seeing you October 29th.

Lana and all our Panda and Central Point staff



October 21st - 28th - Fall Break  - No School

October 29th - Classes Resume

October 31st - Halloween/Costume Party 9-11:30am

November 18th - 50th day of school  

November 28th - Thanksgiving Performance 11am

A big thank you to the parent representatives, and other parents who joined our school meeting Tuesday. It was a
productive and positive meeting; we appreciate your feedback and suggestions. What did we discuss? Look below.
Our next school meeting will take place March 25th. We hope you will join us.

1. Lunch - concerns about hungry children. Children receive an AM snack, soup, lunch and PM snack. If a child
chooses not to eat all the food provided, he/she will feel hungry at the end of the day. We offer second portions on
healthy snacks (no second portions on sweet snacks), and lunch when a child eats all items offered. For example, a
child cannot throw away meat and ask for extra rice or vice versa. Any parent with a concern about lunch quality,
quantity or flavor can come and sample lunch with a least one-day advance notice. Our staff eat the lunch daily,
and we monitor the quality and taste. I provide weekly feedback to the catering company. It is not an easy task to
satisfy 100 children every day, but we try our best to select meals the children will enjoy.

2. Tired Polar Bears on Friday - The Polar Bears do not have nap time on Friday because they join the cooking
activity with Panda and CPK classes, We tried to come up with a solution, but the only option was to cancel
cooking for the Polar Bears. Since that was not the intention, we will continue to monitor the situation and see if
another option evolves. Suggestions welcome.

3.  School hours - Some parents want shorter school hours, some longer. We will maintain an 8-hour school day.

4. New Morning Policy - We understand opening the doors at 8:15am has created an inconvenience for some
parents; for that, we apologize. Many parents appreciate the new system, enjoy being greeted at the door, and do
not miss the stress of waiting for someone to answer the buzzer. The new policy has had a positive effect on our
school. We have been able to start learning on time without distractions from tardy arrivals and mornings have been
much smoother. 

5. Positive School Environment - The bulk of the meeting focused on ways to create and maintain a positive
school environment. Our concern relates to situations when a child over hears a parent complaining or discussing
negative things about another child, parent, teacher or the school, and then repeats the information or develops the
negative attitude of the parent. This is something that has occurred in the past, and already this school year. What
can we do? Provide workshops like the Positive Peer Relationship (PPR) we offered last school year. Parents
present at the meeting think offering one workshop per class will produce results, as negativity with a classroom
may come from not knowing each other well. Posting articles or videos related to the topic to provide year round



learning was suggested, as well as, an evening workshop in January or early February. We will not use the word
mandatory, but will highly suggest attendance, as we believe it will benefit every family and child in our school
community. More information soon.

6. Thanksgiving lunch - Turkey time; lunch is back! We took a vote and we will serve lunch for parents and
children at our Thanksgiving celebration! More details after the break.

Congratulations to our G1-G5 Student Classroom Representatives Sage, Julie, Nikita, Teo R., and JiHo

respectively. Today we held our first classroom representative meeting and this is what the children had to say.

What they like - field trips, our teachers (new and old), the new changes on the playground (basketball hoop,

moving the tunnel and replacing it with the rope bridge, and switching the kiddie swing for a bigger swing, our new

books and computers. The kids like our school lunches, but would like to vote yes or no after each meal. They

asked why we do not offer seconds one sweet snacks, so I explained we should eat sugary foods in smaller

quantities in order to stay healthy. They accept that reply, however, we have waffles for PM snack today. Will this

knowledge carry over to a real life event? Only time will tell.

Things they want to change - fewer fruit snacks, larger playground with monkey bars and trampoline, school

should start later (no specific time offered), make the secret garden a quiet only zone, the option to stay indoors for

recess, a classroom pet, blankets to keep warm when reading outside during recess, make the bridge safer (they

think the holes are too large, but it does meet safety standards for ages 3-11), less football/more football, and add a

taekwondo club.

Things we will change based on these requests - Emily and I came up with a simple way children can vote after

lunch. The children will simply put a craft stick in the thumbs up or thumbs down boxes provided. We will implement

it after the break, and record what meals they enjoy best. We will also make a quiet only sign for the secret garden

and offer blankets on cold afternoons. We will also search for a taekwondo teacher. Other requests cannot be met

at this time due to lack of space or logistics.



Thanksgiving 2019!

 
We need your help collecting items to make props. If necessary, we may call for a prop day and invite parents to

join us one afternoon to help with props. We will keep you posted.

Help us collect the following items for props.

paper towel rolls

shoe boxes

medium sized boxes (slightly larger than a show box)

newspapers (do they still exist?)

More Thanksgiving related information.

Palac Akropolis on Kubelikova at 11am. The performance will last about 1.5 hours, followed by lunch.

drop off your child at school as usual in the morning. Nobody returns to school after the performance. Do

not leave strollers etc at school if you will need them later.

costume information will be available after the break

details about Thanksgiving lunch provided after the break

tickets will go on sale at the beginning of November

we will film the performance and parents can purchase the link

We look forward to spending Thanksgiving with you!

Stayed informed!
Click and read your child's classroom newsletter below.
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