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Language Arts                                                           

In 1st Grade we use a developmental spelling program 
called Word Play. Instruction is focused on word patterns 
so students learn to transfer these essential skills to their 
independent reading and writing. Word Play makes use 
of differentiation to ensure that each child receives the 
correct level of support. 

 Concerning the children’s writing, we do not expect the 
children to spell every word correctly (adults don’t always 
spell words correctly 100% of the time!). We expect the 
kids to correctly spell words they had for spelling 
homework and words on our Word Wall. For other 
words, we encourage them to spell them the best they 
can, based on the letter sounds or using class spelling 
tools as a reference (spelling books or dictionaries). In the 
past 2 weeks, we learned the difference between capital 
and lowercase letters and our Sentence Buddy showed us 
how to write in complete sentences (starting with a 
capital letter and ending with punctuation). 

Reading at the appropriate reading level will help boost 
comprehension skills. Please take time to discuss the 
books your child reads at home. Children often focus on 
reading the words correctly and then move on. Reading 
the words correctly (accuracy) and with expression 
(fluency) is important, but another big reason we all read 
is to comprehend and enjoy what we read. We learned to 
recognize and identify the parts of a book (front cover, 
title, author, illustrator, title page, back cover). We’ve 
been also working on our Reading Stamina (a child’s 
ability to focus and read independently for long-ish 
periods of time without being distracted or without 
distracting others). For that, we have the Reading 
Stamina 10-day challenge we do almost every day. Our 
goal is 15min of silent reading with stamina! 

In grammar, we learned how to differentiate vowels and 
consonants and how the “bossy e” makes a vowel long 
when it comes at the end of the word (ex. Kit-kite).

Math                                                                            

 In math our focus has been on counting within 10, 
reading and showing a number from 0-10 using the ten 
frame, tally 

marks, place value blocks and number words. We also 
learned all about a number bond, how to break a set of 
objects into 2 parts in different way and to write number 
bonds for numbers up to 10.

Social Studies                                                      

 We are learning about Community. We introduced the 
topic by discussing the setting of our family and 
classroom community in terms of rules and 
responsibilities. We talked about our family communities 
and their members. We discussed ways to make our 
communities a better place for everyone and we gave 
awards to members of our school community for their 
good decisions. 

Coming up!

 September 24th: School photos
 September 27th: 3pm-5pm Parent Day - Teacher 

fundraising bake sale. 
 October 2nd: Indoor gym starts

Thank you for taking the time to read this! Have a lovely 
weekend ☺

Kind regards, 

Mr. Harris 


