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The calm before the storm, the growl before 
the bite, the dessert before the weigh-in... 
Yes, Thanksgiving is sneaking up on us like a 
monkey with a trumpet, and, as the tooting 
gets louder, we practice, practice and prac-
tice again; for, as a great improvisator once 
said: practice makes perfect.  

I hope you enjoy the show. 

Best wishes, 

Karl 

Can you name your nouns? Or are all nouns 
named nouns? Well, we’ve been finding out 
by looking at countable, uncountable and 
collective nouns! Yes, did you know it’s a 
band of horses, a mischief of mice and a 
parliament of owls? I guess you herd [sic] it 
somewhere before…  

When we haven’t been collectivizing the 
world, we’ve been continuing with our com-
ma kaleidoscopes, learning how to identify 
subjects, objects and adverbials clauses. It’s 
that clause time of year…  

Let it flow, let it flow, let it flow in a very 
well organized flow diagram! Yes, like a cold 
Disney flim, we’ve been letting it flow as we 
use objective classification questions to di-
vide animals, plants and even aliens into 
separate categories. 

And, as part of our critical thinking develop-
ment, we designed paper airplanes  and 
saw whose flew the farthest. The children 
then had to  answer the simple question:  
Why do planes fly?  In their answers they 
had to explain Bernoulli’s principle; howev-
er,  I felt that some of them were winging it!   

The children decided not to dress up this year and just come as themselves... 

Remember algebra? To x or not to x? Yes, 
we’ve been learning simple algebraic forms: 
letter substitution, patterns and function 
machine. This pre-algebra helps the children 
prepare for the nasty more sophisticated 
stuff later.  

We’ve also been wrapping up our ratios by 
looking at currency exchanges, speed and 
effeciency. I hope you enjoyed the home-
work. 

And to keep us sharp, we’ve been studying 
logic puzzles where we need to use strate-
gies to solve the problem.  

Another typical math lesson…  


